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Jodee Banco, swthor of “Please Stap Laughing At Me.” speabs to Viparsise High Schosl stadents abeut bullying on Moaday.

Focusing on bully problem

Valparaiso High School presentation Ieatures best selling author

Br Javss D, Wour Jo

Pont Tare commponsent

VALPARAISO - Judging by
the standing ovation Jodee
Blanco received at Valparaiso
High School Moaday, her maes
sage about ballying got
throagh to students

After the coavocation, some
west up to talk with the
activist and suthor of the best-
mllng *Please Step Lasghing
at Me..." to say hello, get an
autograph or hug and ask for
sdvioe

This happens at mest of her
talics, where the anetime Hol
lywood publicist and “New
York Times"” best-seller list
author talks about what hap-
pened to her during junioe
high and high school

"It =y willingness 1o be
vulzerable because kds feel
vulzerable all the tiee.” she
sid *Tm doing on purpese
what most of them try %o hide ™

She once stuck wp for a
handicapped boy whe was

belag pelted with &n

His harassers, popular kids
like wrestlors and footbed)
players, planed her dows and
forced snow Sown Per throat
watil she vomted.

She also tadked about sus-
<ide atticmpts, cetting herself
all the time and bemng taken to
a psychaatrie ward by her
pother, Wi had discovered &
kitchen kaife Ia her backpack
that Blanco was planning to
w»e for revenge

That happened about 20
years Dbefore Columbdine
almost to the day, she saxd

“Most adults make it o poiat
t0 be strong in frost of i ™
she sald after her talkc

Ameads for Blazco were
finally meade at a digh school
reunion.

“She really got threugh to
= | experimced things like
that,™ jusior Randl Wible sasd

“1 think i1's going to belp the
aschool itsel! and moaybe cut
down on the ballying a little

bit at least, that's what |

Students raise thelr hards In
recognitien whea author Jodes
Blancs refers to Colunbine.

hope will happen,” freshman
Joey Gottschlsch said

It was msportant, especlally
in hght of the stabbiag ey
deat last year, junier Jash
Jenkins sald

Bat whether it would have
made 3 difference f the con-
vocation wis beld before 1IS-

year<old James 5. Lewerke
allegedly slashed fellow sty-
dents, ho coulddn say,

*“It might have,” Jeaking
sald. “1'm not so sure.”

Having Blanco speak wasn't
» resction 1o the Lewerke case
but a continuation of the schoal
system'’s anti bullying educa
ton, Princpal Pat Wedl sid

Valparaiso has made g com-
mitment to the “Creating a
Safe School” program, in its
third year at the middle
schomls

The high school has had
mentoring for three years,
which has expanded into the
safe scheel program this yesr,

“Ircascally, that mcadent
had nothing to do with bally-
ing &1 eur school.” Weil said
“There's no evidence 10 sug-
gost that ke (Lewerke) was
bullied here.”

Blanco's program alone won't
stop bullying. Weal saod

"' o messagre that constant-
ly meeds to B¢ put in frest of
them "



