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High school to host anti-bullying speaker

[y Frank Wakvile
Lo

Ome of the mation's preeminent wvoioes on
schoal bulbying will speak Tuesday af Geneva High
byl

Anthor jodes Elanco hopes the forom will ghve
coumage to victims of bullving, and mike bedctwers
ik franare afid panemts more sendiiive bo Bhe sue,

“That's my goal when | come info these comem-
mities.” Blanco said.

Blanco hes written two books, the Mew York
Times bestzelber, “Please Stop Laughlsg ot Me ..,
Omee Womuan's Ineplrationad Story™ and the sequel,
“Please Stop Langhing al Us ... One Survivor's
Extraondizary Quest to Prevent School Bullying ™

The first ok dirbails Blamen's personal experience
with school bullying in suburben Chicago schools,
whily the second bhook describes bow she is sharing

“During the school year, there certainly
have been some Facebook incidents that
have made people tncomfortable.”

Thomas Ragers, Geneva High School princpal

whut she learnad about the issoe with teachers, stu-
demits, parenis snd sarvivors of bullying.

Blanco has heen giving these presentstions
nathomwide and in Cansda in the hope that schools
will sdopt somae of ber programns, which addressibul -
hving in a meo campassionale way, suchas thraugh
empowering ibe stodents she calls “elite leaders™ to
mitivate change.

Fart of Hlanco's message also is maldng people
aware (bt bullying also can mean seglecting to do
nice things. .

If tllying pets ot of conteol, Blanoo eakd (X

eveniually can lead to school viclence, such & 2
meass shooting,

“That's an estabdished fact,” Blamoo said,

Geneva High School Primcipal Thomas Rogers
saidl sctucaod offScials were impressed af a speaking
event Elaneo presented in Maperville lisi month.

Hee ackmowledges ballyving can lead to school vio-
lence,

“[ pould certainly see where that could kappen®
Ropgers =abd, “We don't haee 3 siuation I that
hire”

While ptyysical ballving might not be apparest a
the high school, Bogers believes some verbal bolly-
ing does cooar. School officials hawe also become
warsre of instamees of cyber -bulbrieg.

=I&'s peally easy o b anceymous nsieg hat cyber
sl Ehaat s available " Rogers sabd. “Dusing ke school
vedr, Lhete certalnly hive been somi Faoeaok imel-
dents that have made people encomfortahle”
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