“The bully never remembers. The oufcast never forgets” — Jodea Blance, author esse Stap Lawhing at e

1It’s not just jo

g around’

Logansport students bear about Jodee Blanco’s ax;mences grotwing up an outcast

Ey DER SAMNE
Pharos-Tribung sducation writor
Five yeurs ago this mornth, Dvlan Klebold
and Eric Hagris rurdared 12 of the class-
mates who had tormented 1them at

Colunbine Higk School In Tittleton, Coto,

The boys then
kitled themselves, ! in Invitation
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Jodee Blanco, like P oauthor of the Mew
most Americans, | vk Time's bast-
watched (ke after- ¢ galley, “Plazss
math of the [mggﬂ‘y : 5t|:|p: Laughing =t
as it unfolded on TV, | Mﬁs;s‘fll_l'i“ h?"j a
And for a splil sec- | WOrREhop far par-
ond. and only aspht | &1 and teachers
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SCLONE, BINLD SAKL - yonjight at MeHals
her hearl went o0t parfoeming arts
tol i the families of | Center, Admission
the muordered chil- is fiwg. Blanco will
dren. Mot (o the 23 @ be sharing part of
who had been her s?clr:,' abyost
wounded. Her head | gﬁz‘;g? ;ﬁdan
wenl oul lo the | offefing sLgges-
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“Because,” she ! whosa childnan

siid, “I understood  : are being bulied.
their frustration. Ehe'll be sigring
their anger, their | copies of her
lomeliness™ H ook atter the
The Columhbine | presentation.
story made her an-
gry. Bt insicad ol geliing revenge like Kle-
hold and Harris. Blance wrote 2 mempir.
Titled, “Please Stop Laughing al Me” the
book was released in soff back last vear,
The book recelved no publicity before hit-
ting the shelves. But it didn't matter. Forly-
eight hours luder, il wis al the top of the
New York Thnes™ Best Seller list

‘Necessary massage’

Becanse the book has been so successiul,
Blagoo decided $o guit her job as a Holly-
wond publicist and take her slory where it
was needed mosi - the schools,

Thanks to the afforts of Columbia Middle
Echool teacher Ann Easter, RBlanco has been
sharing her slory with Logansport students
the last two days. She's also meeting with
the corporation’s teachers and will have a
presentation for parents Taler today,

Faster heard about Blanco's book from
the mother of a former stodent. The
- wortan had read il and told Easler she re-
ally needed 1o tead ii, to. Easter said she
was like, “Yeah, ¥eah, yeah” But when she
did read the book, she was “shocked and

¥ See BULLYING | Page AR

Praros-Tribune photo by Armokd Emast
VOICE OF EXPERIENCE: Once = top-natch Hollywoaod pubticist, todee Blance now visits
schoo's throughout the country talking to stucerts about bullying. Shortly after the
Columbire shootings. Blanco wrote her memair, “Please Stop Laughing At ke,” which
descrbes her iife as an outeast.
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Blamgn andeestoosd e padn.
The outcast

Nhe wish® inm specls, Sle had 2 hig
arntl and wasit alvaid soostnd upowe
her classmates s speale or helsll ol the
arderdugs, Dsivad ol plaing Loursigore
Al wwes, shie diked vowreile poetry

Fhe boblyving saed ssocarly g irsl
grade and contiomed wntil e duay Telo
[er gty selsemsl pracdaation. ociied prade,
her Trignnds durned an her besaase of her
fricudship wiih-swher Jirsegroder wln
weits deal lal a club Geod o] wore phases
weith ik Jevses anl pgly Black armoes.
Coneing ram a lamily whe sas pooe her
elnthes alwaes wire mpedy.

Her senior year, bopisg Tur just one
woenl mernory from hm,l'u schinnl. she askei
a hoy sl lised tosign her vearboek, [T
mserption, wrilien i indelible Wad ik
aod Back capital feriers, was mcan-spirié-
ed and hatefiel 130 weed voigar language
aed wrere 1hal she wever shoald have
[t Lk,

Thal mcomest created a hole in ber soul,
she said And 0 was o hole Thal wasr
filled it her 2000 closs rencion whes
her Lormientss apoliniaed for o they
biad treaied hor Tacyd never hated hee,
they zaid, Ty were just suling areursl,
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“Tut ifs not joking around.” Bluooe syid.

Spriding irom the slage ol Molfale
Blunes udibressed RRb ang sixth graders
ael e seventh and vightlh-graders. [Ter
fimal proup Tuesday and her fimst s
morning were divst- theowph Tourbe
Lralprs.

A strnightl simancr wha doesn pell any
pamelees aned iy alraid woraise ber voice
Flmca e supe that each presentarion
WIR D APRRIRLT.

- Beyord mean

Shoitedd thim abnul, the diy she: 1mmf.i|
hu Savorite poir of stnes fiutiap o o
pal s ik ami aheal being pinned.
an e gradiil e s wpestlers ang Toot-
L] players Ty priead epen e jaw zne
Liliedd e menzth wilh «pens.

She Lalked sfnoai ngios s wis yiw
lelling Fer she wiisnT weloaine and me
by b Bser bt they hanel e g
dlie wewes sz e lio, Ul she shapld s
aodiilenens schoesl Pl anid the sasig
s b B i e bl in o hadher
o szl s an vighih-grader Tecuase w
bevlie ot lei ler i with ben o i
cateleni, Rids roghed af her as shee
wipllig ] v e il L

Classmates threw rocks and izl al fer
They spit om her. Her buir was so matted
wilh spil balls thal it ook imdostrial scis-
sors 1 et therm ot Samebody pul rtlen
focd in her purse, Semehady threw a
Bhoerly Tetal pags al ber,

She stapped caring and dropped to 70
powrkls. She attermned suicide. She evn
eaged she'd be digmose] with cascer sn
sl wouldo by Tooga to schoal any-
M,

[Teery itweident, every meun wonl ook,
ey a paece of s Unlike the ondendogs
she aloosl up ior, Blaneo couldin't stand up
firr herscil, Yo van hear thae yoaTe ugly
and should never have been bern, tiad
evirghody lales vou [r so fong e
vl slurd 1o higligve i,

Teing mean is nol just juling andomd,
she safd aweer and over agiz, She Gzuees
the lay she leaad her shoes thad ic praba-
bly fuck 30 seconds 4o go thess (e
Fathroony and pol thein in e wikd, aoe
ather 3 seconds 1o wrile the rate and 30
more seconicds 1 make their petaway,

Ten sre that the next diy, they didod
e rememnbier whad eyl done” Rlance
siticl,

Tt zhie has neser Inreaden.
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